
Meeting for Worship for the Purpose of  Business 
Ninth Month 9, 2018 

 
Readings 

I wish I might emphasize how a life becomes simplified when dominated by faithfulness to a few concerns. Too many of us 
have too many irons in the fire. . . .We learn to say No as well as Yes by attending to the guidance of inner responsibility. 
Quaker simplicity needs to be expressed not merely in dress and architecture and the height of tombstones but also in the 
structure of a relatively simplified and coordinated life-program of social responsibilities.  
- Thomas R. Kelley: A Testament of Devotion, 1941, p.73 (in NEYM Faith and Practice, 1985). 
  
Do you live with simplicity, moderation, and integrity? Are you punctual in keeping promises, careful in speech, just and 
compassionate in all your dealings with others? Do you take care that your spiritual growth is not sacrificed to busyness 
but instead integrates your life's activities. Are your recreations consistent with Quaker values; do they refresh your spirit 
and renew your body and mind.  
- Query #6 in  NEYM Faith and Practice, 1985. 

 
Present:  Phillip Veatch (clerk),  Will Taber (recording clerk pro-tem), Robert Dove McClellan, Brad Barber, Tim 
Akerback, Linda Akerback, Gail Charpentier, Melody Brazo, Bev Williams, Wally Williams, Mary Hopkins, Nancy 
Shippen, Laura Street, Kathleen MacCleod, Kathrine Wooten, Callid Keefe-Perry, Cathryn Oliva-Simmons, Christopher 
Haines, Kristina Keefe-Perry, Susan Zeichner, Betsy Kantt. 
 
Reports from Sessions 
Friends reported on their experiences at New England Yearly Meeting Sessions.  There were 11 people attending business 
meeting today who had been at Yearly Meeting.  A number of people worked with JYM and reported that they were 
impressed by the community that our youth built during their time together.  There seemed to be more flexibility from the 
Clerks table than in other years.  The Yearly Meeting charged Permanent Board and Ministry and Counsel to examine ways 
in which racism permeates our organization and how we can create structures to bring this to our attention and ultimately 
change them.  The Yearly Meeting has committed to reduce its carbon footprint by 10%.  In order to accomplish this they 
have identified a carbon calculator for people to use this fall to calculate their baseline carbon usage and then again at the 
end of next year to measure their progress to this goal.  Kathleen Wooten will provide the meeting with more details about 
this 
 
Business meetings did not make any decisions after parents left to pick up their children.  Nevertheless it is difficult for 
parents of small children to fully participate in sessions.  There is a lot of work to do for us to allow parents to fully exercise 
their gifts. 
 
[Bruce Neumann will be serving as Clerk of Yearly Meeting Sessions starting at the rise of sessions in 2019.  This will be a 
challenging time for the Yearly Meeting and he will need our support as he takes on this work.] 
 
In general the people reporting found that attending was a valuable and enriching experience for them. 
 
 
Treasurer's Quarterly Report 
 
Brad Barber presented the Quarterly Treasurer's report, attached.  We need to regularly make people aware of our pastoral 
care funds and how to ask for them.  Ministry and Worship will take this under their care.  Gifts and Leadings will consider 
and publicize their policy on Spiritual Seed money. 
 
 
Hearing Assistance  
Phil Veatch reported on how we might provide hearing assistance for our meetings.  There are two major approaches.  One 
is to have a microphone that is passed around.  The cost would be on the order of $50 to $100.  The other is to provide drop 
down microphones and hearing assistance devices for individuals.  The cost of this ranges between $1000 and $5000.  
Kathleen Wooten owns a microphone and speaker that we can use as an experiment to see how it works for us.  We will 
start this experiment next week.  Please provide feedback on this experiment to the clerks.  We will experiment with seating 
arrangements that will allow for people who depend on lip-reading to be able to see most speakers.   
 
 
 



 
Brief update on retreat 
We will be holding an overnight meeting retreat on April 26-28, 2019 at the Notre Dame Spiritual Center in Alfred ME.  If 
anyone wants to help plan this retreat, please contact the Melody Brazo or Beckey Phipps. 
 
 
 

 



 


