
FRESH POND MONTHLY MEETING 
Ministry and Worship Committee Meeting 

7/24/2018 
 

NOTES 
 
Present: Beckey Phipps (co-clerk), Bev Williams, Bruce Neumann, Gail Charpentier, Helen Bassett, 
Lynn Taber, Melody Brazo (co-clerk), Pat Moyer, Phil Veatch, Robert Dove McClellan, Susan Zeichner, 
Will Taber 

 
Regrets: Kristina Keefe-Perry, Callid Keefe- Perry 
 
Opening Worship  
 

1. Report from Gifts & Leadings Committee by Helen Bassett (clerk).  
● Robert Dove McClellan's Clearness Committee for a leading in ministry has been 

appointed: Callid Keefe-Perry (convener), Lynn Taber, and Brother Liam Murphy from 
the Order of Charity, with which Robert is affiliated. 

● Sharon Frame has withdrawn her request for clearness for membership, as she is 
relocating to Michigan in the next few months.  Bruce Neumann and Phil Veatch, 
presiding co-clerks of FPMM, reported during the July 22 Meeting for Business that the 
letter of transfer of Sharon’s membership from Gwynedd Monthly Meeting 
(Philadelphia Yearly Meeting) had been received just prior to Sharon’s notice of 
withdrawal.  At Meeting for Business Friends accepted and confirmed the transfer of 
her membership to Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting and expressed appreciation for 
Sharon’s presence and contributions to the meeting.  A letter of introduction from the 
meeting will be given to Sharon in anticipation of her relocation.  

2. Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting Advices & Practices for Memorial Meetings for Worship and 
Memorial Minutes by Lynn Taber.  

● Lynn Taber brought a draft of Advice & Practice for Memorial Services, along with a 
sign-up sheet of tasks used for Ann Kriebel’s memorial service and an introduction to 
Quaker worship from Susie Kaufmann’s memorial. Our initial hope was to craft a more 
universal document that could be useful the future. As we worshiped and discussed 
this, we came to understand that these documents can serve as guidance for now, and 
if friends are moved at a later date they can revise the document(s) accordingly. Clerks 
of M&W will edit these documents to remove all individual names and forward the 
packet to Business Meeting for approval before posting to the FPM website. 

● Much appreciation was offered for the preparation of these documents and various 
edits were suggested.  Beckey and Melody will review the suggestions and make 
revisions and bring these documents back at the September 4 committee meeting.  

3. Revision of the script for Care of Meeting.  
● Follow-up on our concerns for vocal ministry in meeting for worship and the role of 

Care of Meeting, from our committee meeting in May, 2018. 
● Friends considered the service of having Care of Meeting.  
● We reviewed the script for ‘Joys, Sorrows, and Concerns’ 
● Alternative phrasing for the invitation was suggested and accepted with some editing: 

At this time it is our practice to invite everyone present to share a joy, a sorrow, or a concern out of the spirit of 



our worship.  We also encourage you to discern if you are being [have been] nudged to 
bring a Spirit-led message to us so that we might receive it in these final moments of 
our worship.  

● Friends were clear that whoever has responsibility for Care of Meeting is trusted to use 
their judgement on when and whether to invite those present in worship to discern if 
they are led to offer a vocal message or prayer.  

● At a future meeting we would like to consider the role of the Greeter.  
4. Spring 2019 Retreat Planning.  

● Meeting for Business appointed Beckey and Melody to organize a meeting retreat for 
the spring of 2019.  As it is envisioned, this would be an overnight retreat providing the 
opportunity to worship, a program, and the occasion for growing closer as a 
community.  This report is not about the content of the retreat, but the possibility of a 
host facility for a retreat that would begin with dinner on a Friday and conclude after 
lunch on a Sunday. 

● Two potential hosts have been identified. 
i. Notre Dame Spirituality Center, Ipswich.  Tentatively reserved for May 31 to 

June 2 for 20 to 25 participants at $150 total per person, two night’s lodging 
and six meals, all facilities included.   Beckey will meet with Sr. Mary Boretti and 
tour the facility on September 6.  Time to drive from Cambridge Friends School: 
51 minutes, 36 miles. 

ii. Craigville Conference Center, Centerville on Cape Cod. Date available Friday 
supper, April 26 through lunch, Sunday, April 28, possible for 20 to 25 
participants at cost of $275 total per person, all meals and facilities. 

● Friends expressed interest and enthusiasm for such a retreat, and were more favorably 
inclined to the Notre Dame Center for its closeness and economy.  We would like to 
offer a children’s program and need to know if children are welcome.  If we exceed the 
number of room available to us is camping possible?  Is a deposit required? 

● We also desire to make this retreat accessible to all, and commit to fundraising for 
scholarship, including the possibility of charging 50% of the fee for children in 
attendance. 

● Once we know if children are welcome at the facility, we would send an email to the 
meeting to learn how many would like to attend.  If the Ipswich facility is not open to 
children, Beckey will check with the Notre Dame Center in Alfred, Maine, which does 
welcome children. 

 
5. Pastoral Care Concerns and Closing Worship 

 
Thanks to our hosts, Lynn and Will Taber, for their hospitality tonight. 
 
 
Next Ministry & Worship Committee meeting: Tuesday, September 4, at the home of Susan Zeichner, 
68 Josephine Avenue, Somerville. 
 
 


