
FRESH POND MONTHLY MEETING 
Ministry & Worship Committee Meeting 

11/07/2018 
 

NOTES 
 
Present: Beckey Phipps (co-clerk), Will Taber (recording, pro tem), Bruce Neumann, Callid 
Keefe-Perry, Cathryn Oliva-Simmons, Gail Charpentier, Kathleen Wooten, Linda Agerbak, Lynn Taber, 
Mary Hopkins, Nancy Shippen, Pat Moyer, Phil Veatch, Robert Dove McClelland 
Regrets: Melody Brazo (co-clerk), Helen Bassett  
 
We opened with a period of worship at the home of Linda Agerbak. 
 

1. Nancy Shippen reported for Gifts & Leadings Committee.  They recommended Mary Hopkins 
for the combined Care & Accountability Committee for Robert Dove McClelland and Callid 
Keefe-Perry.  The full committee will be Callid Keefe-Perry, Robert Dove McClelland, Beckey 
Phipps, Mary Hopkins, Susan Zeichner, and Will Taber.  Friends approved. 

 
Gifts & Leadings is seeking a presiding co-clerk for the meeting to begin in January 2019 when Bruce 

Neumann’s term ends.  The committee will also have three members rotating off at the end of 
the year.  In recognition and support of this committee’s considerable efforts and discernment 
on behalf of the meeting we held the committee in prayer. 

 
2. NEYM Ministry & Counsel Committee will hold a retreat this weekend at Woolman Hill.  The 

Saturday day-long program, offered by Callid Keefe-Perry and Kristina Keefe-Perry will cover 
identifying and nurturing gifts of the ministry. The program is open to all members of Fresh 
Pond Monthly Meeting since our Ministry & Worship Committee is a committee of the whole. 
Kathleen and Maille Wooten and Bruce Neumann plan to attend. 

 
3. NEYM Faith & Practice Revision.  After YM sessions in August monthly meetings were asked to 

review two draft chapters.  The first, on Pastoral Care, was addressed as a topic in the 
September Third Sunday program, and M&W began to consider in October.  The second 
chapter, on Dying, Death and Bereavement, was briefly mentioned in meeting for business this 
month.  During this M&W Committee meeting we read and briefly discussed selected excerpts 
from this second chapter because they pertained to our consideration of the Fresh Pond 
Meeting’s Memorial Meeting Guidelines.  With this as a segue, we turned to the next agenda 
item. 

 
4. Fresh Pond Meeting’s Memorial Meeting Advices and Practices.  In 2015 Lynn Taber, Sarah 

Bansen, and Pat Moyer prepared a document detailing what we had learned from our 
experiences of caring for Friends who are dying, and their families, and holding memorial 
services for our deceased members and attenders.  Melody Brazo and Beckey Phipps made 
revisions to these in-depth guidelines after M&W’s consideration of the document in July 
2018.  An additional revision was prepared for this November meeting to acknowledge that 
the memorial process is not exclusively focused on the grieving family—it is also a key aspect 
for attending to the meeting’s loss and grieving when one of our members/attenders dies. 



Friends approved forwarding these revised advices and practices to meeting for business. 
 
Anna Romer prepared a document about preparing for death.  We received the suggestions that as a 

meeting we set time aside in a Third Sunday program (or other format) to consider together 
aging, illness, dying, and memorial services—including discerning and recording our individual 
wishes and preferences.  We will revisit this topic at a later time. 

 
5. We returned to our ongoing discussion of attending to the pastoral care needs of our 

meeting community.  At our October meeting we considered forming an ad-hoc group to 
review and bring recommendations on pastoral care.  We agreed that we would like to form 
such a group.  If Friends would like to serve on this group they should contact Melody and 
Beckey.  Once the group forms, the co-clerks will set a time for the group to report back on 
their progress. 

 
6. As this committee is responsible for the care of worship at Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting, 

Friends were invited to reflect on our recent experiences of the quality of worship.  
● Even when I am travelling, it helps me to know that Fresh Pond is gathering for 

worship.  It helps me stay connected. 
● I am grateful for the silence in our meeting and the depth of the messages given.  We 

don't have a lot of errant messages to cope with. 
● Sometimes I look around the room on Sunday and think what a rag-tag bunch we are. 

But it is the worship that we keep coming back for. 
● Sometimes I feel an almost pulsing energy flowing through our meeting for worship.  It 

feels like we are almost ready to burst. 
● All here tonight have offered vocal ministry at one time or another.  We are blessed 

that we do not have a predictability to our worship.  Our vocal ministry tends to come 
from a centered place and it is widely shared. 

● My expectation is that our meetings will be gathered.  Even when I am nodding off, I 
can feel that.  If I do not feel that, it is usually more a reflection on my internal state 
and not on the meeting itself. 

● What drew me to worship was the experience that Spirit would provide a message for 
me.  Henri Nouwen said “The Christ in me meets the Christ in you.” I often felt that that 
I could bring a problem to meeting and hold it and it would be helped.  I was pondering 
this on Sunday when a Friend spoke directly to it.  

● I feel that we are diving deep in meeting and that we are willing to talk about it.  We 
testify to each other about what worship means to us. 

 
7. Pastoral care concerns. As is our practice, we closed our committee meeting by holding 

pastoral care concerns in worship. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday, December 6, at the home of Bruce Neumann and Pat Moyer, 3 Ellen Dana 
Court, Lexington. 


