
Fresh Pond Monthly Meeting 
Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business 

Seventh Month 22 , 2018 
 
 
In Christ’s human life, there were always a few who made up for the neglect of 
the crowd. The shepherds did it: their hurrying to the crib [made up] for the 
people who would flee from Christ. The wise men did it; their journey across the 
world mad up for those who refused to stir one hand’s breadth from the routine of 
their lives to go to Christ. . .  The women at the foot of the cross did it, too, 
making up for the crowd who stood by and sneered. 
We can do it, too, exactly as they did. We are not born too late. We do it by 
seeing Christ and serving Christ in friends and strangers, in everyone we come in 
contact with. 
Dorothy Day 
 
Present:Kathleen McLeod, Susan Zeichner,  Melody Brazo, Beckey Phipps, Will Taber, Nancy 
Shippen, Linda Agerbak, Kathleen Wooten,  Laura Street, Betsy Kantt,  Robert Dove McClellan, 
Kristina Keefe-Perry, Bruce Neumann (clerk), Phillip Veatch (recording clerk), Lynn Taber, Helen 
Bassett, John MacDougall, Bev Williams, Wally Williams, Gail Charpentier, Catherine Oliva-
Simmons, Paula Smakowski . 
 
 

September Business Meeting date  - September has five First Days. The first week 
is Labor Day. Taking this all into account, we will be moving all of our regular 
September meetings back by one week. Hence: 

Septmeber 9 - Meeting for Business 
September 16 - Potluck 
September 23 - Adult Education 
September 30 - Women’s Group 

 

Question re membership status - Sharon Frame’s transfer of membership letter 
from Gwynedd Monthly Meeting (Gwynedd, Pennsylvania) has been received. Sharon 
will be moving soon to Michigan and expects to transfer her membership there. In 
the meantime, Meeting has approved accepting her transfer of membership to Fresh 
Pond Monthly Meeting without the usual clearness committee process. 

 

Carbon Tax Fund dispersal - Kathleen McCloud reported from the Earthcare 
Concerns Group regarding the three organizations chosen to receive donations from 
our Carbon Tax Fund. See attached report. Everyone is welcome to make 
suggestions to the Earthcare Group for next year’s dispersals.  The Earthcare Group 
is asked to keep Meeting informed of ways in which we can participate in the work of 
these organizations beyond just funding. 

 

Minute of release for Kristina Keefe-Perry - Beckey Phipps introduced the context 
of a  “minute of release”. Nancy Shippen read the proposed minute of release for 



Kristina- see attached. The Meeting approves this minute and directs our treasurer to 
accept donations and grants for this work of our Meeting and to distribute these 
funds in the usual manner. Fresh Pond Meeting celebrates and rejoices the ways that 
God has led the emergence of Kristina‘s clear vision and of our support for her work. 

 

Cornerstones Proposal - Will Taber presented further details regarding our decision 
in June to move Cornerstones from 4th First Day to 2nd First Day - see attached. The 
advantage is that it makes 4th First Days less frenetic and stops us from cutting into 
Women’s Group. We also hope that this change will seed deeper conversations 
during potluck. Concerns were raised about how to handle childcare since we have 
not previously had childcare after meeting on Potluck days. Friends spoke to an 
interest in having children present during Cornerstones but were uncertain how this 
would work for all of our children. Meeting approved the proposed details. The 
Spiritual Growth Committee will further consider how to handle childcare during this 
time. During January meeting for business, we will review how the change to 2nd 
First Days is going. 

 

Directory to NEYM? - Historically, we have sent hard-copies of our directory to New 
England Yearly Meeting. Now that we do this electronically, we are taking the 
opportunity to revisit our policy. Administration and Stewardship will ask people 
when they are added to the directory if we can send their directory information to 
NEYM. Also, during our annual directory update, the Admin committee will remind 
people that we do send the directory to NEYM and they can opt out. Bruce Neumann 
will communicate with current people on the directory and then send the contact 
information to NEYM of all who have agreed to share their information. 

 

Schedule: 

 

July 24 Ministry and worship 

August 4-9 NEYM Sessions 

September 9 Business Meeting 

 


